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Parish News  
from Annunciation of Our Lady Episcopal Church in Gurnee, Illinois 

 
 
  

Rector’s Report 

 
 

What is “The Dig”? 
“Dig” used in this way refers to a specific 
excavation project on a site.  For us, this 
terminology is used to identify the body of work 
that the parish will undertake as a part of the 
sabbatical project awarded by the Lilly 
foundation.  The dig will unearth a living parish 
history of where we’ve been, where we are now, 
and what this means for where we might go next 
as a faith community. The Dig involves you.  
Essentially, the task of the parish is to uncover 
our history and to tell stories that relate to the 
life of our parish both in the past and now.  Like 
in an actual archeological dig, there are layers, or 
strata within which we will find our stories.  For 
some people the strata of their interactions at 
Annunciation go deep.  For others, their story is 
only on the top layer.  The dig is meant to 
capture the stories that we tell about our 
memories of Annunciation.  
  

One of the primary means by which we intend to 
capture the story of our parish is by interviewing 
people from all ages.  Our planning team will 
identify a few general questions for people but 
what we are hoping will happen is that at the 
interview, the parishioner will tell the 
interviewer a story.  For some, we have a specific 
story in mind.  For instance, there are people 
who remember when the Archbishop of 
Canterbury visited the parish.  We want to hear 
those memories. 
 

We also want stories about our “mythology” as a 
parish as well.  An  example of this  is early on in 
the parish’s history in this location, the story is 
told that a man died in the middle of Christmas 
Eve service.                      CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

 
 
 

Senior Warden’s Thoughts 
 

Over the years, I have been on vestries in 
different parishes. I am always amazed how 
different yet how similar they are in planning 
and overseeing with the rector the operation of 
the church. 
 

This is how it is done here at Annunciation. Last 
January, the vestry of Annunciation had its 
retreat at Dekovan retreat house. It was a time of 
reflection and planning for this year. The new 
members were given a brief introduction into 
the vestry by other vestry members. Father 
always insists on a Bible study to set the tone for 
the year.  The planning for the year is generally 
broken into two parts. The first part is looking at 
the broad planning for the year and having a 
particular subject on which to focus. For this 
year it is developing a Master Plan for the church 
(you will hear more about this as the year goes 
on).  The second part of the year is devoted to 
the Giving Campaign and the budget for the next 
year.  Mixed into both parts is overseeing the 
normal operation of the parish.  Additionally and 
somewhat unique is the parish involvement in 
the entire year.                   

       CONTINUED ON PAGE 3  
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PUBLIC ACTION TO DELIVER SHELTER 
 

Our next PADS will be Friday, March 19th.   We 
are now halfway over with our winter outreach.  
Our guests are so grateful for the meals we have 
been providing.  Our numbers have been 
typically running between 45 – 50 people being 
served.  We strive to serve our guests what you 
yourself would like to sit down and eat – chicken, 
pork chops, pot roast, potatoes – hearty meals. 
There are many parishioner’s who have 
faithfully provided and continue to provide one 
way or another.  We, the PADS committee want 
to take this opportunity to say “THANK YOU” 
(you’ve done good) to all who have contributed. 
P.S.  The kitchen door is always open for more to 
participate! 
                                                           -Cheri Johnson 
 

MUSICAL NOTE      

The music ministry has great news to share with 
you. The choir has been invited to join with the 
Antioch Festival Chorus in presenting The 
Crucifixion by John Stainer. Our music director 
and organist, Ron Lemke,  has been asked to be 
the organist for this program. You can show your 
support for our excellent music department by 
attending the concert on March 21st at 7:30 pm 
in the Sanctuary of the Benedictine Abbey. The 
Abbey is just east of Antioch on North Avenue. 
12605 224th Avenue, Benet Lake, Wisconsin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SPRING FLOWER SALE 

Spring is coming! Think flowers! Won't it be 
wonderful when the 
snow has melted? And we 
all know what comes 
after the April showers 
wash away the snow - 
May flowers! Steve is 
compiling his list of 
perennials and annuals 
for our 2nd Annual 
Flower sale. We will soon 
have order sheets and 
photos of the plants. Delivery will be in May. Any 
suggestions or questions contact Steve Kooyenga 
or Virginia Bosserman. 
 

ADULT FORUM UPDATE 
 

The Adult Forum has grown from a few regulars 
to more and more involved participants.  We are 
inviting you to join us between services.  If you 
attend the 8 o’clock service, come and share a 
cup of coffee with us.  If you bring your children 
to Sunday School to learn about our faith, come 
and share 50 minutes with us.  You may be 
surprised with what you might learn.  And if you 
are a regular 10 o’clock participant, come a little 
early and share an hour with your friends.  
Please feel welcome.    
  

Our schedule includes leaders from our own 
church, participants from outside organizations, 
and our own parishioners.  Our current schedule 
was published in the February Magnificat.  
  

Following the Saturday, March 6th, Retreat lead 
by Rob Quirk, we will focus on End of Life 
planning March 10th and 17th.   There will be no 
Forum on either Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday. 
  

We look forward to seeing you soon. 
-The Education Committee 

 

March Events 
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“SENIOR WARDEN’S THOUGHTS” 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
 

You are asked to participate in at least two 
Parish Planning Sessions and a Holy 
Conversation session, if one is called.  On top of 
all of this, a vestry member might want to talk 
with you individually to get your feeling of how 
things are going at Annunciation. 
 

I hope this brief though gives you some idea of 
another side of Annunciation that you might not 
aware of. 
 

Lent is here. For the next several Wednesday 
nights, there is a Lenten program. The topics 
vary over the program, but it is a good time to 
share your thoughts on the topic being 
presented. It goes from 6:15 PM to 8:00 PM. A 
light meal is served at the program. So if at all 
possible, please make it a point to come to this 
Lenten program. 

-Rich Ringhofer 
Senior Warden 

 
 

Men’s Group Cooking Extravaganza 
January 23, 2010 

 
 

Geoff Pullinger, Fr. Clyde Elledge, Mike Bill, Stan Gallinger, Bill 
Attiyeh, Davey Fulton, Dave Fulton, Sr., Glenn Lutter, Gary Riemer, 
John Even, Mark Johnson, Carol Eads, Dale Sander, Todd Shumate 

VESTRY NEWS 
Our work as a Vestry and congregation over the 
past three years on the Growing Together 
Initiative has resulted in a Strategic Plan that 
reveals the intentions and aspirations of our 
faith community.  Now we turn our attention to 
assessing the physical infrastructure required to 
facilitate the successful implementation of the 
Plan. This task will be a major focus of the Vestry 
and Building & Grounds Committee in 2010. 
 

This effort has two elements: (1) evaluating the 
physical condition of our property [i.e. 
mechanical systems (HVAC, plumbing), electrical 
and the overall structural integrity of the 
building], and (2) assessing space requirements 
for our various ministries to fulfill their mission 
and effectively achieve their Goals.  An example 
of this would be an enhanced space for adult 
education that is not subject to the interruptions 
and distractions of its current location. 
 

B&G is in the initial phases of engaging 
professional engineering firms to bid on the 
assessment element.  A key area of interest will 
be the energy efficiency of our existing systems 
and improvements thereof. 
 

The space assessment will be based on a broad 
array of inputs, such as Parish Planning 
meetings, committee input, parishioner surveys, 
etc.  These collective expectations will be the 
basis for an architectural assessment later in 
2010.  We intend to engage the services of a 
professional architecture firm in this activity. 
 

Putting this all together will be a goal of the 
Vestry, supported by the Building & Grounds and 
Finance Committees.  The completed work of 
these analyses will be a primary input to the 
planning of a capital campaign in 2011 or 2012. 
Please support these tasks in 2010 by providing 
your input to the process when given formal 
opportunities, and also by sharing your opinions 
with the Vestry or a committee chair (Bill 
Attiyeh for B&G, or Pat Donegan for Finance). 

-Bill Hagan & Gary Riemer 

Thanks, 

Chef Carol 
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“THE DIG” 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
 

A few weeks ago, I serendipitously happened to 
find out that the man was a former parishioner 
of St. Simon’s in Arlington Heights.  His name 
was Jack Courson and he and his wife had just 
retired and moved to the area.  It was their first 
service at Annunciation.  While their history with 
Annunciation was very brief, they were long time 
Episcopalians, and his death has become a part 
of our story.  I cannot tell you how many people 
have told me about that Christmas Eve service.   
A stranger turned out to be “one of ours” who 
became a part of the stories that we tell when we 
think about our own experiences with the parish. 
Finally, we want to hear stories about your 
experiences with the parish today.  Tell a story 
about playing sardines at the parish for youth 
group or share your memories of your first time 
as an acolyte or your first social event you 
attended at the parish or your experience in 
being “mugged” or how the” practice of prayer” 
group changed your approach to God.  Social, 
spiritual, educational, commentary…whatever 
you want to say we will record at your interview.  
We won’t ask everyone, but we will take all 
people who want to volunteer a story.   
 

 

If you have a story, please work on it and think 
about how you would like to tell it.  When the call 
goes out for stories, you will be ready with 
yours!  This is a part of the dig concept.  Other 
parts will be actual historical research, collecting 
artifacts, video editing work, and party planning 
set for January of 2011.  At that party, our plan is 
to share selected interviews and stories and 
snippets of parish events….a snapshot of who we 

understand our community to be.  This work will 
be exciting and the end product will be an 
entertaining and informative multi-media 
presentation about our parish community. 
 

More information will be coming out as this 
develops and I will share with you at a future 
adult forum what I will be doing on my 
Sabbatical while you all are involved with your 
dig. An Adult Forum in April or May will also be 
devoted to “dig” details. I hope you will 
participate in this project.  It will be a lot of fun 
to create and the body of information that we  
collect will continue to grow as we intend to 
build off of this effort to capture a recorded 
history of our parish.  May God richly bless you 
this year.   
    See you in Church! 
    Fr. Clyde Elledge+ 
 
 

PARISH PLANNING  
 

On Sunday, February 21st, 50 
people attended the Parish 
Planning Meeting to discuss the 
seasons of Easter and 
Pentecost. A few new events 

were added and annual events solidified. If you’d 
like to know more about the outcome of the 
meeting, check out the Growing Together display 
of calendars on the Narthex wall.  On page 5 is an 
at-a-glance list of events for April, May & June, 
their coordinators and contact information, in 
case you’d like more information or to lend your 
talents in helping. Be sure to mark your 
calendars so you don’t miss these great 
opportunities.  
 
In the meantime, the season of Lent is in full 
swing. March & April are busy months!  Don’t’ 
forget the awesome Wednesday night Lenten 
Programs and Rob Quirk’s upcoming Lenten 
experience Loving & Living with Death & Dying  
on Saturday, March 6th from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm. 

 

A stranger turned out to be “one of ours” 
who became a part of the stories that we 
tell when we think about our own 
experiences with the parish. Finally, we 
want to hear stories about your 
experiences with the parish today.   
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¶  
¶  

 
¶ Holy Week services – April 1 – April 4th. 
 

¶ Seder – April 1st 6:00 pm Carol Anderson 
laughergrl@comcast.net 847-244-3796 or 
Barb McNeil momranch@aol.com 847-816-
4904. 

 

¶ Easter Vigil Champagne Reception –  
       April 3rd , Cindy Mellen 847-244-3698 
  

¶ Easter Goody Bags – for distribution April 
4th, Cindy Even cmeven@sbcglobal.net  
847-662-7083.  

 

¶ Potluck Celebration for Feast of the 
Annunciation of Our Lady: April 18th,  
Small Group/Dale Sander 847-473-2373 
san473@comcast.net. 

 

¶ Dustan Family Flower Fundraiser: April 
ordering with May 7th & 8th pick-up. Virginia 
Bosserman ginsbox@yahoo.com and Steve 
Kooyenga stevekooyenga@comcast.net. 

 

¶ Spring Clean-up & Bar-B-Que: Saturday, 
May 1st weather permitting.  Clean-up 
contact Bill Attiyeh attiyeh.m@comcast.net 
or any building & grounds committee 
member. B-B-Q contact Beth & Bill Hagan 
bfenhag@aol.com 847-855-8739. 

 

¶ Men’s Choir for Mother’s Day – Sunday, 
May 9th, 10:00 am service. Ron Lemke  
847-265-1589 ronaldlemke@comcast.net.  

 

¶ Parish Retreat Camp DeWan – Friday & 
Saturday, May 21-22. Deb Gallinger 847-265-
3692. deborah.gallinger@wolterskluwer.com 
A sign-up and more info will be posted. Fun 
for all ages! 

 

¶ Women’s Choir for Father’s Day – 
Sunday, June 20th, 10:00 am service. Ron Lemke 
847-265-1589 ronaldlemke@comcast.net.  
 

¶ Father/Daughter Dance – Saturday, 
June 19th, Molly Shumate 847-336-3730 
parishadmin@annunciationgurnee.org. 

¶  
 

 

 
 

PARKING LOT ITEMS 
(events that need to be solidified, need a 
coordinator or other info.) 

1. July & August Parish architectural “dig”. 
Cindy Pullinger pullinc@baxter.com 847-
265-1790 Additional dates and specific 
information will be forthcoming. 

2. Craft Fair – this event needs a coordinator 
or will take a break this year. 

3. Parish Celebration Event with “dig’s” final 
products unveiled. Solid date in January 
2011. 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 
As part of our continued Growing Together 
process, the Vestry will be organizing another 
opportunity for us to come together as a 
community and have Ȱ(ÏÌÙ #ÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎÓȱȢ This 
will be combined with the Annunciation Potluck 
on April 18th following the 10:00 am service.  
Please plan to bring a dish to share, get your 
plate of tasty treats and sit down in small groups 
with fellow parishioners to discuss your dreams 
and visions for our facility. (More details will be 
forthcoming.) We’ll break from our groups for 
dessert and more celebrating. Great ideas, 
energy and change grew from our last Holy 
Conversations, please be a part of these, too! 
 

Mark your calendar now! The annual Parish 
Picnic has been moved to Sunday, September 
19th. Why? In the planning session it was decided 
that it wouldn’t be much of a picnic without our 
clergy in attendance. What better way to 
celebrate Fr. Clyde’s return from his Sabbatical 
than with our festive picnic? There will be one 
outside service that day at 9:30 am. Christian 
Education does not meet that day. The picnic will 
return to its usual date (last Sunday before Labor 
Day) in 2011. 

  

Events At A Glance 

mailto:momranch@aol.com
mailto:cmeven@sbcglobal.net
mailto:san473@comcast.net
mailto:ginsbox@yahoo.com
mailto:attiyeh.m@comcast.net
mailto:bfenhag@aol.com
mailto:ronaldlemke@comcast.net
mailto:ronaldlemke@comcast.net
mailto:parishadmin@annunciationgurnee.org
mailto:pullinc@baxter.com
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Excavating Fr. Elledge’s Sabbatical & the Annunciation Archaeological Dig 
 

 

Fr. Elledge has been awarded a competitive sabbatical through the Lilly Endowment’s 2010 Clergy 
Renewal Program.  This summer, Fr. Clyde will complete a set of leave activities grounded in his passion 
for archaeology.  Beginning this spring, our parish will engage in its own “archaeological dig,” unearthing 
and breathing new life into the stories, relics, and rituals that have come to define our identity as a faith 
community.  Both of these elements – Fr. Clyde’s sabbatical activities and the parish renewal activity – are 
requirements of the Lilly grant and were approved by Annunciation’s Vestry in June, 2009.  A short 
description of each element is offered below. For more information contact a Core Dig Team member: 
Rev. Kate, Jennifer Haworth, Cindy Pullinger or Dale Sander 
 

Overview of Fr. Clyde’s Leave Activities 
Activity Description Timeline 

Retreat @ DeKoven Center, 
Racine WI 

Rest and reflection on personal story  June 16-18, 2010 

Spanish Language School @ 
Playa Tamarindo, Costa Rica 

Dig into learning a new language – Spanish – and culture, 
nurturing professional renewal through living story 

June 26 – July 23, 
2010 

Archaeological Dig at the 
Ecomuseum of the Cape of 
Cavalleria Field School, 
Menorca, Spain 

Discover lost stories of the ancient Roman city of Sansiera 
though participation in an actual archaeological dig, 
rejuvenating self through intellectual passions 

August 7 – 27, 
2010 

Visit to key Anglican sites, 
England 

Realize dream of visiting sacred Anglican sites, reconnecting 
with priestly story 

August 28 –  
Sept. 10, 2010 

Retreat @ DeKoven Center, 
Racine WI 

Revisit current story and discern lessons from sabbatical 
journey for unfolding personal and priestly vocation 

Sept. 13 – 18, 
2010 

 

Overview of Parish Archaeological Dig 
Activity Description Timeline 

Planning & conception of 
Parish Archaeological Dig 

Core Dig Team & Dig Imagineering Group will outline a 
vision for the Parish Dig that is responsive to these goals: 
(1) deepening parishioners’ understandings of 
Annunciation’s story; (2) excavating and reviving the values 
that inspire Annunciation’s story;  
(3) re-membering and re-inspiring the collective vocation 
that has – and continues to sustain – Annunciation as a faith 
community. 

February – April, 
2010 

Parish Archaeological Dig 
Activities (TBD) 

A variety of activities will comprise the dig, which will 
include collecting stories about Annunciation through 
interviews with parishioners and archival research, and 
then sharing these stories with members of the parish 
community. 

April – Sept., 
2010 

Dig Celebration A parish-wide celebratory event to welcome Fr. Clyde back 
home, to unveil the learnings of the parish archaeological 
dig, and to celebrate Annunciation’s history and culture as a 
vibrant community of faith. 

Fall, 2010 

Excavating Fr. Elledge’ s Sabbatical & the Annunciation Archaeological Dig 



The Magnificat   

 

7 

 
 

 

LET’S CELEBRATE! 
If you should be on this list, and 
you’re not, please make a note 
on the Parish Administrator’s 
clipboard in the office. Thanks! 
  

March Birthdays: 
Nick Loika 3/2 
Jaime Dustan 3/2 
Penny Kreutziger 3/4 
Alan Johnson 3/4 
Bryan Johnson 3/4 
Don Braun 3/7 
Sandy Sander 3/9 
Carol Anderson 3/10 
Alex McKinnie 3/10 
Carol Eads 3/13 
Alison Bush 3/13 
Lynn Christensen 3/14 
Sarah Turturro 3/15 
Katherine O’Morchoe 3/16 
Laura Peterson 3/16 
Cheryl Potochnik 3/17 
Sue Nebel 3/20 
Kurt Reinhardt 3/20 
Dena Langhof 3/21 
Chuck Pocklington 3/24 
Alice Boomhower 3/25 
Chris Harold 3/25 
Maggie Attiyeh 3/26 
Cameron Haevers 3/28 
Michael Turturro 3/29 
 

March  Anniversaries: 
Cheryl & Robert Potochnik 3/1 
Jennie & Mitch West 3/1 
Dorinda & Rich Ringhofer 3/2 
Alison & Scott Bush 3/11 
Jan Harastany & Phil Langhof 3/21 
Tanya & Christopher Galardi 3/23 
 
 
 

 
 

CARING BRIDGE LINK 
Following Jaime Dustan’s moving Adult Forum 
presentation on Spirituality and Suffering, 
several people requested the link to her Caring 
Bridge journal. Herer it is:  
 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/iandustan/journal 

 
 

OUR MISSION IS,  
 

ȰȰttoo  kknnooww  GGoodd  aanndd  ttoo  mmaakkee  GGoodd  kknnoowwnn..ȱȱ  
  

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday from 9-1.  
 

Vestry Members: 
Rich Ringhofer, Senior Warden 
Lars Lukas, Junior Warden 
Virginia Bosserman 
Bill Hagan 
Mark Johnson                   
Mary Jones 
Laura O’Connor 
Greg Percival 
Katie Perry 
Gary Riemer 
Dale Sander 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/iandustan/journal
http://www.caringbridge.org/

